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Welcome to the Northwest Auditory Processing Clinic!  

Your child has been referred for an Auditory Processing Disorder (APD) evaluation at Northwest Auditory Processing Clinic. A questionnaire is enclosed  that I  would like you to fill out regarding your child’s history. An additional one-page questionnaire is enclosed for your child’s teacher to complete and return.  Based on this information, I will determine whether APD testing would be valid for your child. You will be notified if your child is a candidate for evaluation and the test session will be scheduled.  

If your child is not a good candidate for testing, I will explain why I have made the decision not to evaluate your child for auditory processing disorder. The most likely reasons that testing would not be valid for your child include 1) diagnosis of autism, 2) significant hearing loss, 3) younger than six years, 4) low cognitive function, 5) unmedicated ADHD with inability to attend, 6) speech that is not easily understood by strangers, and 7) learning difficulties that are not consistent with APD.  

 SERVICES FOR ASSESSMENT, TREATMENT, AND ADVOCACY

Assessment
APD assessment is designed to address the presenting concerns of each individual patient.  The focus of auditory processing evaluation is to determine if there are deficits in the auditory pathways in the brain that would explain the difficulties your child experiences.  There are different types of APD.  Diagnostically, it is important to identify which type of APD exists, so that appropriate treatment plans can be implemented.

APD assessment has four phases:  intake, administration of tests, interpretation of tests, and feedback conferencing, if needed.  The intake questionnaires and information from other professionals is evaluated.  Testing is conducted in one  session, lasting one to two hours.

Treatment
Successful management of APD requires three types of strategies:
· Direct remediation to improve auditory processing skills
· Teaching the child compensatory skills
· Modifying the environment to minimize the deficit’s effects

Advocacy
I am available to educate your child’s school personnel in a non-adversarial climate to help staff members successfully teach your child.  A variety of methods for improving classroom acoustics, tips for teaching methods for teachers, and other listening assistance is devised for each child.  I can attend focus of concern and IEP meetings with you to help staff understand and implement recommendations for your child’s academic success.

ON THE DAY YOUR CHILD IS TESTED, PLEASE FOLLOW THESE GUIDELINES:

1. Bring your child well fed and rested.
2. Bring a snack and drink for the break
3. If your child takes medication for attention deficit disorder, please continue with the regular dose.
4. Please re-schedule the evaluation if your child is sick.  I understand your child may awaken sick on the morning of the evaluation, but please try to give us maximum notice when possible.  
5. If your child is being treated for an ear or sinus infection, please notify us immediately so that I may determine if testing should be rescheduled.  

FEES
The fee for complete APD evaluation is $1,125.00, which is due at the testing session.  Cash, checks, VISA, and Mastercard are accepted. Checks are preferred.
Northwest Auditory Processing Clinic, PLLC, Tax ID # 65-1233231, does not contract with any insurance companies.  You may seek reimbursement from your insurance company. You will be given an itemization of the codes utilized for your evaluation upon payment at the testing session. You may verify your benefits with your insurance companies using the following codes.

$625.00 of the total fee can be billed to testing.  Codes used are:

92620 Evaluation of central auditory function, with report, initial 60 minutes
92621 Evaluation of central auditory function, each additional 15 minutes, up to ten units
The remaining $500 covers four hours of professional services for the intake, report writing, and feedback conference.  Insurers do not usually pay for these services. 


CONFIDENTIALITY
All issues discussed within the course of the assessment process are strictly confidential.  By law, information concerning treatment or evaluation may be released only with the written consent of the person being treated, or such person’s parent or guardian.  

If you decide to have your child evaluated for Auditory Processing Disorder, please return the following :

· The enclosed questionnaire
· Any audiograms (hearing test), especially from the past year.  Be sure the audiologist’s name and facility where the test was completed are identified.
· Any prior reports of speech/language evaluations
· Any prior reports of psychology or neuropsychology evaluations
· Any current IEP or 504 or other qualifying information from your child’s school


I look forward to meeting you and serving your child.
		
Liz Zeitlin, M.A.
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